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HE following Sermon was 
l compoſed for the reſpectful 
Purpoſe of a Day only. In- 
dependent of the Sollicitations of par- 
ticular Friends, nothing could have in- 
duced a Publication of it. All who 
| are ſo happy to have known the Right 
Reverend Prelate, will admit the 
Truth of what is obſerved concerning 
him. The Public, (as well as his pri- 
vate Friends) bear a Part in the Loſs 
[of one, whoſe Memory will be ever 
ſacred and pleaſing, to all true Lovers 
of Religion and Virtue. The Righteous 
ſhall be had in everlaſting Remembrance. 
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Jos xvi. 22. 


l hen a few Years are come, then I ſhall go the 
tay, whence I ſhall not return. 


N D not only the Way from whence 
one ſhall not return, for this (knowing 
the Uncertainty of human Life, the 


many Dangers and Difficulties of it, and that 
it was never intended as our abiding City) is 


| the leaſt affecting Part of the Conſideration 


out making the devout Petition of the Royal N/al- 
1 B : 


but it is the Way on which our Fate to all 


Eternity depends; and, as Death is a Path that 
muſt be trod, it Man would ever paſs to his 
Creator, conſider'd in this View, it becomes a mo- 
mentous Journey indeed ; one that will require 


our higheſt Diligence and Care, leſt any thing 


material be omitted, to render the Courſe of it 
ſafe and eaſy, and the Pleaſure, when finiſh'd, 


perfect and ſecure. 


What holy Job here ſpeaks in his own 


Perſon, every Man may with equal Certainty 
apply to himſelf; When a few Years are come, 
then I ſhall go the Way, whence I ſhall not re- 
turn. And can any one know and repeat this 
Truth, this ſerious and awakening Truth, with- 


7111 


[6] 


miſt his own; O Lord, rebuke me not in thine In- 
dignation, neither chaflon me in thy Diſpleaſure ; 
turn thee, O Lord, and deliver my Soul, O ſave Vi 
me for thy Mercy's Sake; when he reflects 

upon the. important Change which ſo ſoon 


awaits him, (God knows it may be much ſooner 
than even the Time the Text itſelf points out) 


the Glory and Bleſſing which will attend. it, it 


he endeavours to be approved of his Creator; the 


Wretchedneſs, if he does otherwiſe, and confs-- 


quently, what ought to be the. Buſineſs of thoſe 
few Years, in which it may pleaſe Divine Provi- 
dence to continue him in this State of Proba- | 7 


tion? Toa Neglect of theſe intereſting Enqui- 


ries, and not ee thoſe Duties which | /; 
would be the certain Effect of them, muſt be 
imputed the Fear we are at all Times too apt to 
entertain of Death, the Apprehenſions we parti- 
cularly have concerning it, in. the Day of our 
Sickneſs, and the ſtill more dreadful Deſpair 
ſometimes at the Hour of Departure, when the 
Body, worn down with Pain, Torture, or Infir- 
mity, ſhould be ſpared that Addition to its Agony, 
which it is ſure to receive, from the ſad Re- 
proaches of a Mind not at Peace with itſelf; all 
which Men might infallibly prevent, if they would. 
only fear God, and keep his Commandments ; 
And, Oh! that there was ſuch an Heart in Fug | 
Pas they were but wiſe and underſtood this, that 


they Lil 


"0 
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2 would confider their latter End, they would 
then look upon it, as it really is, to the Good and 
Virtuous, a Paſlage to a better State, and the En- 
joyment of that Peace which this World cannot 
give; where, we have been aſſured, by a Voice 


from Heaven, 7hat all Tears ſhall be wiped: from 


our Eyes, and there ſpall be no more Death, 
neither Sorrow, nor crying; neither ſhall there be 
any more Pain, for the former Things are paſt 
away: And in another Place, by the fame Voice, 


that Bleſſed are the Dead which die in the Lord, 


even ſo ſaith the Spirit, for they reſt from their 
| Labours. There, the Wicked ab from troubling, 
and there, the Weary be at reſt; there, the Pri- 


oners reſt together, they hear not the Voice of the 
0 pprefſor. The Small: and Great are there, and 


| he & erbaut is ' free from his Maſter.” Under this 


View. of it, the Execution of that Decree, which 
to meer Nature is ſo irkſome, becomes a Bleſſing 
and a Privilege; and Man that is Born 10 Trouble 
mult be pleaſed with ſuch a Refuge as this. The 


| Sting of Death, is Sin, fays the Apoſtle, All our 
-| Anxiety proceeds from not being fit to die : 


Would we entertain more 880 Vent 'TF houghts of 


Fit, it would become leſs a Terror to us; and were 
| we wiſely more afraid of offend! ing, we ſhould 


neceſſarily be leſs afraid of dying: But the Miſ- 


fortune is, the Pleaſures of Life muſt be grati- 
| hed, be the Conſequences of them hereafter 


never 


[8] 


never ſo fatal ; and 'Fhou ſands. there are, whom, 
tis much to be feared, never think of dying 
till they receive the Summons, which is often 
too . haſty to admit of much Room for Repen- 
tance, and frequently gives Opportunity for none 
at all. - Where this is the Caſe, it is no Wonder 
ſtrong Apprehenſions, Doubts, and Uncertainty, 
ſhould be the Conſequence. 
Soul and Body, is too alarming a Change, not 
to fill the beſt prepar'd Minds with the deepeſt 
Seriouſneſs and Awe, when they reflect on the 
untried Scenes it leads to, the Purity of that 


God whoſe Preſence they are to appear in, and 


his infinite Perfection, who is to judge them, 
and in proportion as their nearer A pproach to 
Death comes on, theſe will of courſe alſo in- 
creaſe : But unſpeakable muſt be the Horror of 
a Soul at Variance with God, in that ſerious 


Hour, when a Summons to depart :leaves. no 
room for farther Trial; the Senſe I paſt Neglect] f 
reminds it of its Dagger, and the Expectation 


of Juſtice takes away all Hopes of Mercy. Theſe 


Conſiderations ſhould. undoubtedly remind us] 


often and ſeriouſly to conſider what we are, for 
what we were placed here, and whither we are 
going, determining us not to purſue a ſingle 


Thoug 


nr, . fy: 7 


"_ 


Ihe Separation of | 


ht or Action, that may not in ſome De- 
greę proye mera to the wei ighty Work of by 


fol 
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In farther diſcourfin g therefore upon this Sub- 
PE I ſhall endeavour to ſhew, © 

Firft; What is the beſt Preparation for Death. 

Secondly, 'Wherein the been of maki ing 

this Preparation conſiſts. 

Which will naturally lead me, in the 7hird 
„and laſt Place, to conſider, how much it ſhould 
be the great Concern of every ſerious Chriſtian, 

t | who, Shins a few. Years are come, muſt go the 1 
th Yay from whence he will not return, © i 
O 
. 
d 


%F 
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Firſt then, I ſhall endeavour to ſhew what i is {| 
the beſt Preparation for Death. 

In ͤ which, no doubt, every ſenſible and ood 
1 Mind muſt go before me, as it cannot poſſibly be 
o | defined to be any other, than a virtuous and holy 
- | Life, diſplay' d in the conſtant Exerciſe of all 
f | thoſe Virtues and Graces, which are fo agree- 
18 able to the Divine Being, greatly uſeful to our 
o | preſent Happineſs, and can alone render us 
a | fit for the Kingdom of Heaven, where u un- 
n clean Thing muſt enter. To particularize thoſe 
ſe | Virtues, would be endleſs and impoſlible ; diffe- 
as | rent. Situations and Circumſtances, create diffe- 
Tr | rent Obligations; but in general I mean brother- 
ref ly Love and Charity, Meekneſs and Condeſ- 
le | cenfion, Affability and Candour, a Readineſs to 
edo all the Good we can to our Fellow-Creatures, 
of by becoming Counſellors to the Weak, Com- 
— to the Sick, and Fathers to the Poor? giving 


In C Inſtruc- 
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nocent, and Patronage to the Orphan, omitting 
no Opportunity to promote the Honour and Glory 
of that God, who is not only our King and Go- 
vernor, but our Creator and Father too; : wear. 
ing our Affections from the Things of this World, 
ſeparating our Hearts from thoſe Objects upon 
which we are like to fix them improperly, being 
ready to part with what we love maſt; when 


God thinks fit to demand it of us; and; laſtly 


exerciling vaſt; Cireumſpection in the Employ- 
ment of our whole Time, the precious Talent 
Souls for a happy Eternity. The Excellency 'ot 
Man above other Creatures of the World he lives 
in, is a very plain Argument that he was in- 
tended for higher Purpoſes than they were; and 
that the only Way to be happy as a Man, is to 

live in a chearful Conformity to the Laws of ow 
Maker, we need only conſider his Wiſdom, fe- 
flect on our own Nature, and make the proper 


$ 


guided by thoſe Laws, fram'd and: $alhion'd 
as they are, with the ſtricteſt Regard to the 


Fitneſs, of Things, can alone conduct us 'tof 
real Happineſs, and > fortify the Soul with 
ſuch heavenly, Courage, as will be Proof 
| againſt, the Attacks of chat dreadful Enemy tb 
2 id to 


Inſtruction to the Ignorant, Protection to the In- 
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to none but the Wicked and Unprepared; on 


the contrary, to every virtuous departing Spirit; 
an Ambaſſador of Peace, a Guide to that: Mato 
which is without Trouble, and without Sir. 
Proceed we ſecondly to ſhew, wherein che 
Wiſdom of :naking this Preparation conſiſts ; 
which will immediately appear by conſidering the 
Effects of it; no leſs than performing the im- 


portant Buſineſs, for which we were ſent into the 
preſent World; in Compariſon whereof all the 


other Labours of Life are mere Trifles. To be 


moſt anxious about what moſt concerns us, even in 
Affairs of a temporal Nature, is always eſteem'd 


highly proper; but when we apply this Maxim 


to our ſpiritual and eternal Concerns, then we 


are unſpeakably wiſe and happy indeed. Upon 


this Principle it is, that 7he Fear of the Lord i 
ſaid: to: be the Beginning of Wi ſdlom, and 70 de- 


part fromEvil, Under/tandin g ; that theSci 
are every where ſo earnelt in their Exhortations 
to Holineſs; fo - encouraging in their Promiſes 
to the Obedience of it, ſo ſeriouſly ſevere in their 
Aſſurance of Puniſhment to the Wicked; and 
that our bleſſed Lord himſelf (that Friend and 
Lover of Mankind) took ſuch infinite Pains to 
convince them of the Neceſſity of doing right, 
teaching them to fear his Anger, by declarin g 
the Miſeries that will attend their Sins, invitin 8 


1 Þ uns, by propoling- the Felicities of a 


holy 
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12 | 
holy Life; and as they value their eternal Peace, 
exprelly charging that they /ay up for themſelver 
Treaſures only in Heaven, dh neither Rufl 
nor Moth doth corrupt, and where Thieves do not 
break through nor fleal. Becauſe he knew the 
Joys and Glories of that State, how much it 
concerned every one to ſecure an Intereſt in it; 
and from an Exceſs of divine Good-nature bd 
Benevolence, was unwilling that even an In- 
dividual ſhould miſs of it; and that all thoſe 
whoſe Folly ſuffers them to do ſo, may have 
Reaſon only to blame themſelves, left ſuch 


expreſs Rules for their Direction, ſo eaſy to be 


perform d, ſo agreeable in their Nature, and 
ſo. infall ibly productive of the bleſſed End 
propoſed, as muſt render our Mifcarriage in- 
excuſable, our Sufferings unworthy of Compal- 
ſion, and whatever Degree of Miſery be laid upon 
us, a with the ſtricteſt Juſtice; which 
farther ſerves to ſhew, in the ſtrongeſt Light, the 
Wiſdom of making a ſuitable Preparation for 
Death; and brings me, in the zhird and laſt 
Place, to conſider, how much it ſhould: be the 
great Concern of every ſerious Chriſtian, who, 
when a few Years are come, muſt. go the M. 2 

from whence he will not return. 
And here I would be underſtood, nem 
rather to remind, than convince you of this 
Truth. They muſt have little Knowledge a 
| the 
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f _— 
the preſent World, and leſs Regard to thoſe 
Duties which relate to a better, who can be ig- 


norant of it. In a Society of Chriſtians therefore, 
Candour and common Charity, will hardly admit 


one to ſuppoſe the latter, even expedient, while 
Experience and daily Obſervation, prove the 


former to be abſolutely neceſſary. Moſt Men 


know their Duty, though too few practice it; 
and as this Life is a very different Scene, to dif- 


ferent People, all Orders and Degrees of Men, 
more or lefs, ſtand in need of Ee and 
Advice. The beſt among us are too apt to 
Slips and Failures, and what the worſt are, need 


not be mentioned. The Great and Fortunate 


require Counſel, leſt Proſperity, | Succels, and 
Honour, ſhould elate them too far, give their 
Minds a wrong Turn, make em fonder of living 
here, than 1 is conſiſtent either with their Interelt 


or Duty, and tempt them to negle& thoſe 
Means of ſpiritual Advancement, which can 
alone render 'em finally happy. The Poor and 
Miſerable, for fear thoſe Mixbort 


cline them to preſumptuous Murmurings and 


Complaints, and a Forgetfulneſs of an Hereafter, 


which, improved to their proper Uſe, will not 
fail to work together for their Good, lead them 
on infallibly to Heaven; and ben the certain 


Means of their Salvation. The Gay and Vo- 
laptuous, that they may give an early Check to 
their 
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ortunes ſhould in- 
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before us, a ſhort Space muſt bring 


1 4 


their deſtructive Pleaſures, learn to bridle their 


Paſſions 1 in due Time, and be prevail d on to re- f 


flect upon God and Religion, e're the neglecting 


to reflect upon them becomes their Ruin; and 


laftly, even the Good and Virtuous, will never 
think it unſeaſonable, when they canſider the 


* endenc it has to preſerve: in them a becoming 


Senſe of their Duty, the Encouragement it 
gives to a conſtant Perſeverance in it, and the 
glorious Reward it will finally be crown'd with. 
Suffer then the Word of Exhortation: With a 


holy Fervour, a diſintereſted Affection, a Heart 


warmly concern'd for your eternal Peace, Air 


ring up your pure Minds by way of Remembrance, 


ve me Leave carneſtly to entreat every one 


here preſent (who I. ſincerely hope all come under 


the haſt Denomination) to pple frequently 
on your future State, raiſe your Meditations from 


Things Temporal, to Things Eternal, and to 
cc 1225 your daily Converſation in Heaven, that 
6c you may hereafter enjoy it. The endleſs Joys: 


and Puniſhments of the World to come, are both 
us to one or 
the other, but we ourſelves are to chuſe whicty 
we will Tia: He hath ſbewn thee, O Mans. 
what | 15 1 and what dath rhe 0 1 


wig | 
deed, than a Courſs of — 45 ny can 


- 


bring 


1 


Abring us to that bleſſed Situation, (where once 
to arrive, is always to be at reſt, and once to en- 


oy, is always to be happy) but can we deſire to 
be admitted into it upon eaſter Terms than 
theſe, or ſhall even any Sufferings be thought too 
hard, any Labour to6 great, to compaſs this 
Foy unſpeakable, and full of Gly; this brenne 
Perfection of our Nature? 

« Let us by all Means then fix our Eyes ſtea- | 
bc dily on the End of our Labours, the inex- 
6c prethible Goodneſs of the Divine Nature in 
c it's Offers to us, and the ineſtimable Love of 


IJ our bleſſed Redeemer, in dying to ſecure them 
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+ 
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« for us.” Then ſhall we receive both De- 
li ght and Profit from ſuch Contemplations, the 
4 itſelf wil! loſe its Terror, and as the Hart 
panteth after the Water Brooks, ſo will our Souls 
become athirft for God, even for the living God, 
who having raiſed wp Feſus from the Dead, will 
alſo raiſe us up again, and refine our vile Bodier 
imo the Likeneſs of his glorious Body, at our 
Joyftel and bleſſed Reſurrection ; joyful Fake blefſed 

indeell, to they only who die in the Lord, when all 


fuch foall Hine Feds like the Brightneſs of the 


Firmament, and as the Stars for ever and ever. 

And having thus thrown theſe general Reflec- 
tions together, in order to illuftrate the Obler- 
vation in the Text, the Refult is, that the Sub- 
ject 18 of the higheſt Im DC ttance, and deſer Ves 
1 even 


{16 þ 

even a more particular Conſideration; but the 
Time forbids more at preſent than a thort Con- 
clu{ion: And as it will neither be foreign to the 
Subject, nor unſuitable to our Loſs, I am per- 
ſuaded you will indulge me the melancholy Plea- 
ſure of reſerving one Moment, in acknowledgment 
of the Honour, Reſpect, and Gratitude, which 
are ſo highly due to the Memory of that worthy 
Prelate, the Right Reverend Dr. Hayter, Lord 
Biſhop of London, whoſe Mark of the Royal 
Favour, in his late Appointment to this great 
Dioceſe, was eſteem'd a national Bleſling, and 
conſequently, his ſo early Removal from it, a 
national Misfortune. Indeed, was one to dwell 
upon his'Excellencies and Endowments, I could 
begin the Sermon again, and not find Time ſuf- 
ficent to ſay all that might be pointed out upon 
ſo copious a Subject; but when with Reluctance 
I conſider, that the Deſcription of this celebrated 
Character, is attempted by a Hand ſo unable to 
do Juſtice to it, Conciſeneſs will beſt become 


me, and can only plead in excuſe for attempt- 
ing it at all, that I hope the Intention will ſanc- 


tify the Action. His whole Life was formed 
upon the grand Models of Humanity and Reli- 


gion, and was not more venerable in a public 


Situation, than it was amiable in a private one. 
He exerted the Friend with the ſame Spirit and 
Activity that he did the Clergyman, was a Sub- 
. — e ſceriber 


2 
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ſeriber to almoſt every public Ch 
numerable were the Diſtreſs'd; who felt his Con- 
tribution to many private ones: He 2008 0 


beſt Idea of it; they beſt interpret 


[ 17 J 


public Charity, ah It. 


Father to the Poor, and the C aſt which he 


knew not, he ſearched out. With regard to his 


Aer their peculiar Eminence is too well 
known, to require mentioning. As a Schola 
he was diſtinguiſhed, as a Preacher excellent; 


but above all, as a Chriſtian, exemplary. One 
of the higlieſt Joys of his Tranſlation, arid 


the chief View (I have often heard him ſay) 
with which he defired it, was the more extefi- 
live Power it gave him of doing Good; Merit 
has loſt a Patron, and the Unfortunatga Friend! 
He was by Nature chearful ; but Mr Mic Was 
ever pleaſing, his Wit clegant, and his Conver- 
lation edifying ; generous in his T. emper, mild 
in his Diſpoſition, courteous, polite; and liberal 
in all his Dealings with the World. In his 
public beg the Church will miſs a vatu- 
able Suppor „ Religion a wiſe Defender, the 
State,an 5 able P 


Merit; the unaffected Sorrow and Concern of 
his Servands, Family, and Friends, 85 ive the 
e Lan- 


guage of the Heart, and emphatically proclaim, 
that his Works praiſed him in the Gates. He 


was the Darling of an aged Mother, (whoſe Con- 
E tinuance 


itician. In his private 
| one, Words 15 wanting to expreſs its ſuperior 


| 
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Houſe; 


7" Wy 
tinuance was but little ſhorter than his own) 
from an Exertion of that Tenderneſs and Duty, 


in which he was a more than common Example 


to every Son. View him i in his other Connec- 
tions, and doing ſo, brotherly Love and Affec- 
tion were ſo conſpicuous there, that one could 


not but apply that beautiful Expreſſion of the 


Pſalmiſt, which at once tends to charm as well 


as to inſtrüùct, Behold, how good and Joyful a 


Thing it 3s, D , to dwell together in Unity: 
It. was the Pleaſure of his Life to render all 


around him happy; ; Peace, Innocence, and 


chearful . 


rayer, Piety, and Praiſe, took their 
irn in the daily Tranſactions of it; 


reg gular 


1 to cloſe the Whole upon this Head, while 
with unſpeakable Thankfulneſs and Joy, we be- 
hold the King, ſo univerſally and deſervedly ad- 


mired, in both, with all due Deference on the 


one Hand, but wit reſpectful om to his 
Lordſhip' 8 Virtues on the other; 1 beg Leave to 


obſerye,. that his Precept and Example ſhine out 


with the brighteſt Luſtre, even in Majeſty itſelf; 3 


Generations to come hall fraiſe bim. 
Thus fat then, in Payment of the Tribute 


of. Gratitude, We owe our deceaſod Friend: 
but this, my Brethren, is not quite ſuffi⸗ 


| cient, we owe ſomething very material to our- 
{elves.. wy has eng the Fradtine: of all Ages to ſet 
eite forth 


were the Ornaments of his 
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forth great and ſhining Lights, as the moſt proper 
Examples for the reſt of the World, and with an Eye 
to this hudable Intent, my principal Deſign is 
till behind. If we admire that Integrity of Heart, 
and Simplicity of Manners, which adorn'd his Life, 
let us endeavour to imitate and tranſplant em 
into our own, where, if the Soil be not quite ſo 


fertile, and the Fruit of courſe leſs plentiful, we 


are not to be difcouraged : One Star will differ 
from another Star in Glory, owing partly to the 
Difference of our reſpective Situations in this Life, 


which will ultimately make a material Alteration 
between one Man's Probation and another; but 


with regard to all, an infinitely kind Creator re- 
quires 'only * -our” beſt Endeavours, and F there' be 
firſt in us 4 willing Mind, acceptetß ar 6 ro 


that a Mar Bath, and 22 according to that he hath 


not, We preſent. not this mournful Accident be- 
fore you to excite your Curioſity, „or draw forth your 
Tears'; in ſomèe Reſpects it! is a Mixture. As to 


bourleltes nottpichftänding the Misfortune, we are not 


without Conſolation and Support. The ſame Royal 
Wiſdom: and Goodneis, which made us peculiarly 


happy irt ſo exclletita Shepherd, Will, we may 5 | 


take, not leave tis as Sheep without one, but with con 
ſeientious and ſpeedy Care, endeavour to repair hc 
Loſs; and as to himſelf, it is a Matter of Joy, for 


be ir Pane; ; be is number d among the Children of 


God, and bis L is ng. the, Sans! The Learned 
| 1 then 
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then may weep, Friends lament, Mankind in ge. 
neral regret the Stroke, yet ſtill we cannot weep 
for him, the Sorrows which we feehhe ceaſes to Par- 
take of; but as Death under any Circumſtance is 


of an l ſo is it likewiſe, if duly reflected 


upon, of an alarming Nature. It is intended for 
our Admonition, = from it, the moſt excellent 
Inſtruction may be drawn. 1 

Fgmally then, mark the perfect Man, and ks 
bold the: U. pright ; 5 fer. the End. of that Man is 
Peace. If. we would go to him, whom we fo 
| alt lament, we 125 7 tread the fame Paths of 
Honour and Virtue; we muſt live the Life, if we 
would die the Death of the Righteous, <« If like 
him (to uſe the Words of an admir d Preacher 
upon a ſimilar Occaſion) we would, whilſt upon 


2 Earth, be eſteemed and loved, and when removed 


from 1 it, praiſed and Nen let us be careful / 
ta run as to obtain, that 1 5 all our Storms and 


|  Sorrews here, having paſs d the Waves of this 


troubleſome World, we may hereafter join him 
in the Land of everlaſting Life, where we hope 


and believe he i 1 „ thine all- ſufficient 
| Merits and Interceſſion, O merciful Behnprpers 


. carneſtly petition thee we may be eternally 
hs in whoſe Preſence is the Fullneſs #4 7 5 
and at 4% Right Hand, here are gore for 
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